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PARSHAS VAYIKRA

Rav Mordechai Kalatsky
March 20th 2026/2nd Nissan 5786

“WHEN A PERSON OF YOU BRINGS AN OFFERING TO
HASHEM" (Vayikra 1:2) .

Rabbi Hirsch commented on this verse: It is most regrettable that we have
no word which really reproduces the idea which lies behind the expression
karbon. The word sacrifice implies losing something of value for the
benefit of another. The idea of a karbon is used exclusively with reference
to man'’s relation to Hashem, and its meaning can only be understood
from its root karov , which means to approach and to come into close
relationship with somebody.

IMANIM

One bringing a karbon desires a close relationship with Hashem. The
purpose of this relationship is the attainment of a higher sphere of life as
closeness to Hashem is the highest and purest form of “good.”
Consequently, true happiness is dependent on closeness to Hashem and
one’s happiness rises and falls according to his/her relationship with
Hashem. When one feels close to Hashem one feels that everything in life
is tailor made for success and development. With this attitude, even
difficulties become easier to accept because there is a reason and goal
behind them. We all willingly experience difficulties and hardship to
achieve a desired goal; whether it be investing time at work or going to the
gym and walking out shaking from the workout. When a person lives with
the knowledge that the Almighty is right beside him/her, hardships
become workouts.

This week, let us take one minute every day to stop, and articulate a
specific good in our lives and thank the Almighty for all He does for us.
This will lead to a greater closeness and happiness in our everyday lives!

Good Shabbos!

Rabbi Kalatsky
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COMMUNITY NEWS

RABBI KALATSKY WILL
BE AVAILABLE TO SELL
YOUR CHOMETZ AFTER
SHACHRIS AND MAARIV.
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FOR THIS SERVICE
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EITHER TO RABBI
KALATSKY OR TO RABBI'S
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HALACHA

The permissibility of opening a refrigerator door on Shabbos is a matter of dispute among contemporary poskim.
Opening the door allows warm air to enter, which raises the internal temperature, and since the refrigerator operates
with a thermostat, this rise will eventually cause the motor to turn on. In many cases, the motor does not begin running
immediately, but only after some time has elapsed; however, if the temperature is already elevated, opening the door
may cause the motor to start right away. Some authorities rule that since opening the door will ultimately cause the
motor to run, it is considered as if one directly activated it, and therefore it is prohibited to open the refrigerator when
the motor is off, although many who follow this view permit opening it when the motor is already running, since doing so
merely prolongs its current activity. Other authorities maintain that it is permitted to open the refrigerator even when
the motor is not running, since the motor generally starts only after a delay and is therefore considered a case of grama,
indirect causation, and additionally one’s intention is simply to access food and not to activate the motor, making it a
davar she’eino miskaven; even though it may sometimes begin running immediately, it is not inevitable in every case and
is therefore not treated as a direct violation.

RELEVANT HALACHA SHAILOS-GIVEN BY THE RAV
AFTER MINCHA ON SHABBOS DURING THE LEARNING SEDER
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Shabbos- Pirkei Avos 35 minutes before Mincha

Shabbos-Relevant Halacha Shailos
with Rabbi Kalatsky 10 minutes after mincha

: Shabbos Daf Yomi - 50 minutes before Mincha
KI pint Zevi Segal

Shabbos Nesivos Shalom - 50 minutes before
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