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PARSHAS MISHPATIM/SHEKALIM
ZMANIM

Rav Mordechai Kalatsky
February 13th 2026|26th Shevat 5786

Friday — Erev Shabbos
(Mishpatim / Shekalim)
Mincha: 5:20 PM
Candle Lighting: 5:20 PM

Shabbos — Feb 14  Parshas
Shekalim
Shacharis: 8:25 AM
Mincha: 5:00 PM
Maariv: 6:31 PM

Sunday Feb 15th
Morning Learning: 8:00 AM
Shacharis: 8:45 AM
Mincha: 5:25 PM

Monday–Thursday Feb 16-19
Tuesday Wednesday is Rosh
Chodesh
Shacharis: 7:00 AM
Mincha: 5:25 PM

Friday — Erev Shabbos
(Terumah) Feb 20th
Shacharis: 7:00 AM
Mincha: 5:30 PM
Candle Lighting: 5:30 PM

  “IF YOU SEE THE DONKEY OF YOUR ENEMY STRUGGLING UNDER ITS BURDEN, WILL
YOU DESIST FROM HELPING HIM? YOU SHALL REPEATEDLY HELP WITH HIM!” (Shemos

23:5)

There are two positive commandments related to helping the owner of an animal in
distress. The first is an obligation to assist an owner in loading his animal when its
burden has fallen off. The second is to assist the owner in unloading an animal
struggling under its burden.

If a person is presented with both opportunities he should first unload the animal in
distress and then load the other animal. The former is suffering while the latter can wait
until it is reloaded. The Gemara (Bava Metzia 32b) discusses the following dilemma: if
an animal of a friend is lying under its burden, while at the same time an animal of one’s
enemy needs to be loaded, which takes precedence? The Gemara answers that one
should help his enemy’s animal in order to subdue one’s evil inclination. Subduing one’s
impulse to hate a fellow Jew is of such importance that it takes precedence even over
the obligation of unloading an animal. To subdue one’s yetzer hara one is required to
help his ‘enemy’ before his friend.

What is puzzling, though, is why performing a favor for one’s enemy is a method for
removing hatred. Why not learn classic introspective Torah works? Likewise, the
Tannaic work Derech Eretz Zuta states: “If one wishes to increase love for another
person, he should exert himself to do the other person kindness.”

We learn from here that when one does a favor for another person it creates a loving
bond with that person. If a spouse feels that there is a rift in the relationship and wants
to repair it before it gets out of hand he or she should follow the lesson of this portion
and do some favor or act of caring instead of waiting for an apology. This seemingly
minor gesture will help remove the feelings of anger or resentment in one’s heart and
patch up the hard feelings.

This week, let us work on shalom and letting go of resentment and frustration by going
out of our way to reach out and do for others. When this happens we will find joy,
serenity and inner peace in all our interactions!
 
Good Shabbos,
 
Rabbi Kalatsky
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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KIDDUSH

 
RELEVANT HALACHA SHAILOS-GIVEN BY THE RAV

AFTER MINCHA ON SHABBOS DURING THE LEARNING SEDER

HALACHA

 Kiddush sponsored anonymously in honor of John
Ghermazian for all he does for our community

Shalosh seudos sponsored by Moshe Vorotinov
leulei nishmas Fania bat Sholom, Morduh ben

Isroel, Motus ben Isroel, Mera bat Isroel, Rachel
bat Isroel , Faiga bat Morduh 27 Shvat

Perfuming on Shabbos
It is forbidden to perform makeh b’patish — completing or improving an article — on Shabbos. Based on
this concept, the Chachamim prohibited, mid’rabbanan, perfuming a garment or infusing an object with a
pleasant fragrance on Shabbos, since scenting an item is considered an act of enhancement.
Accordingly, this prohibition applies to most objects, including clothing, furniture, carpets, curtains, and
even water. One may not perfume water that will be used for washing.
This restriction, however, does not apply to food or drink.
Similarly, the prohibition does not apply to the human body. It is therefore permitted to apply perfume
or deodorant to one’s body on Shabbos (subject to the general halachic guidelines regarding the type of
deodorant used). Although this may result in one’s clothing acquiring a pleasant scent, this incidental
effect is permitted. What remains prohibited is deliberately perfuming garments themselves on Shabbos.

The Do’s & Don’ts of Shalach Manos
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Wednesdays 9am - Chovos Halevovos-Rabbi
Kalatsky

Shabbos 8:15am – Parenting-John Ghermezian

Shabbos- Pirkei Avos 35 minutes before Mincha

Shabbos-Relevant Halacha Shailos 
with Rabbi Kalatsky 10 minutes after mincha  

Shabbos Daf Yomi – 50 minutes before Mincha
Zevi Segal

Shabbos Nesivos Shalom - 50 minutes before
Mincha 

SHIURIMKI KID’S CORNER

 Kenesseth Israel Congregation | office@kenessethisrael.org 
Rabbi Mordechai Kalatsky  

Chaim Goldberger Rabbi Emeritus - Jerome Herzog zl Rabbi Emeritus 
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