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ZMANIM

Rav Mordechai Kalatsky
January 2nd 2026|13th Teves 5786

Friday, January 2
Shacharis: 7:00 a.m.
Mincha: 4:25 p.m.
Candle Lighting 4:25 p.m.

Shabbos, January 3 
Parashat Vayechi
Shacharis: 8:45 a.m.
Mincha: 4:10 p.m.
Shabbos Ends: 5:35 p.m.

Sunday january 4
Morning kollel: 8:00 a.m.
Shacharis: 8:45 a.m.
Mincha: 4:35 p.m.

Monday–Thursday Jan 5-8
Shacharis: 7:00 a.m.
Mincha: 4:35 p.m.

Friday – Parashat Shemos
Shacharis: 7:00 a.m.
Mincha: 4:35 p.m.
Candle Lighting 4:33 p.m.

Rashi says Yehuda rose up through two actions. First, he was
responsible for the selling of Yosef instead of killing him. Second, he
saved Tamar through publicly embarrassing himself.

The Kuzari states that someone who rules over himself and his
impulses is the definition of a righteous person. Such a person is a
true ruler and will be able to lead others with the same integrity that he
rules over himself. This is why Yehuda merited being the ruler and
having all future kings come from his tribe.

You can see the tremendous outcomes of ruling over yourself. A
person who exudes inner strength and self-confidence draws people
to choose him as their leader.

When Yehuda admitted publicly what he did and embarrassed himself
to save Tamar it took tremendous self-discipline and that ability to
rule over himself made him a true king.

For this week when something comes up that I need to apologize for
and it is difficult to admit the wrong that was done, realize when I
admit the mistake to someone else I am becoming a true leader.
 
Have an empowering Shabbos!

Rabbi Kalatsky

 “YEHUDA IS A LION’S WHELP, FROM THE PREY, MY SON, YOU HAVE GONE UP.”
(Bereishis 49:9)

וּ  נּ מֶֽ י מִ֥י יְקִ בִ֖יא   לָ וּכְ יֵ֛ה   רְ אַ בַ֧ץ כְּ  רַ֨ע רָ  יתָ כָּ לִ֑  נִ֣י עָ  ף בְּ טֶּ֖רֶ   ה מִ דָ֔ וּ ה֙ יְה יֵ רְ גּ֤וּר אַ
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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KIDDUSH

 
RELEVANT HALACHA SHAILOS-GIVEN BY THE RAV

AFTER MINCHA ON SHABBOS DURING THE LEARNING SEDER

HALACHA

Kiddush this week is sponsored by Josh and Sara
Rina Rose in honor of their daughter Yehudis
Tzipporah Rose

Seudah Shlishit sponsored Lezeicher Nishmas
Gedalia Yitzchok Ben Simcha Meir, whose Yortzeit
was this past week, by The Flinkenstein Family

Cutting (Mechatech) – Practical Applications
Under the laws of cutting ( ךְ תֵּ  חַ Mechatech), the defining prohibition is cutting an object to a precise or meaningful / מְ

measurement or shape. Where size or shape is immaterial, the action is permitted.
Accordingly:

One is permitted to open small packets of salt, sugar, or coffee by cutting along the edge or corner of the package.
Since the size and shape of the opening are irrelevant, and the intent is merely to allow the contents to pour out

smoothly, this does not constitute prohibited cutting.
One is permitted to cut a suppository in half, even if one is careful to divide it into two equal halves.

Because there is no halachic significance to the precise measurement, the act is not considered Mechatech.
Core Principle

Mechatech applies only when the measurement or shape itself is meaningful.
When the person has no interest in the size or form—only the functional outcome—the action is permitted.

Challenging krias shema questions
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Wednesdays 9am - Chovos Halevovos-Rabbi
Kalatsky

Shabbos 8:15am – Parenting-John Ghermezian

Shabbos- Pirkei Avos 35 minutes before Mincha

Shabbos-Relevant Halacha Shailos 
with Rabbi Kalatsky 10 minutes after mincha  

Shabbos Daf Yomi – 50 minutes before Mincha
Zevi Segal

Shabbos Nesivos Shalom - 50 minutes before
Mincha 

SHIURIMKI KID’S CORNER

 Kenesseth Israel Congregation | office@kenessethisrael.org 
Rabbi Mordechai Kalatsky  

Chaim Goldberger Rabbi Emeritus - Jerome Herzog zl Rabbi Emeritus 
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