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PARSHAS VAYEISHEV

Rav Mordechai Kalatsky
December 12th 2025|22nd Kislev 5786
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“AND THEY SAT DOWN TO EAT BREAD, AND THEY LIFTED UP THEIR EYES AND LOOKED,
AND BEHOLD, A COMPANY OF YISHMEALIM CAME FROM GILAD WITH THEIR CAMELS
CARRYING AROMATIC GUM, BALM, AND LADANUM, GOING TO CARRY IT DOWN TO
EGYPT.” (Bereishis 37:25)

Rashi comments on this: Why did the Torah mention what the camels were
carrying? To tell us the reward of the righteous. Those caravans usually carried
only kerosene and resin used for fuel which had an unpleasant odor. But the
caravan that carried Yosef to Egypt had pleasant spices.

This seems to be little consolation for Yosef. He was being sold as a slave by his
brothers. How would something as minor as pleasant smelling merchandise on
the caravan taking him to Egypt make a difference?

The answer is that this was a subtle hint from Hashem to Yosef. It was a
message that all was not lost. Appreciate the hand of Hashem that is guiding your
life and supplies you with the minor pleasures to enhance your life. This is a sign
that all Hashem does is for your ultimate benefit.

This is an important lesson for anyone undergoing a difficult life situation. Upon
facing painful experiences one is apt to become lost in self-pity and despair. It is
easy to focus solely on what is going wrong in one’s life. But try to keep your eyes
open. Be aware of the positive aspects. Don't ignore anything that you could
possibly appreciate. These minor pleasures are messengers from Hashem that
He is with you and there is a purpose in the difficulties you are facing. Appreciate
the little messages for themselves; and what is more, allow them to change your
evaluation of the situation. Learn to see every situation as a means to help you
reach your ultimate potential in this world.

For this week let us try to look for the positive in a frustrating situation and to
realize this is for my ultimate good in allowing me to become who | can be.

Good Shabbos!

Rabbi Mordechai Kalatsky
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HALACHA

RELEVANT HALACHA SHAILOS-GIVEN BY THE RAV
AFTER MINCHA ON SHABBOS DURING THE LEARNING SEDER
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