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Rav Mordechai Kalatsky
December 5th 2025|15th Kislev 5786

“AND YAAKOV REMAINED ALONE." (Bereishis 32:25) .

The Chachamim explain that Yaakov remained behind to retrieve some small
flasks. From here we see the principle that for the righteous their possessions are
dearer to them than their bodies (since Yaakov placed himself in danger to
retrieve his possessions).

The reason for this says the Ari, z.I., is that the righteous realize if Hashem gave
them something, it is important for them to have it. If it were not necessary for
their total welfare, Hashem would not have given it to them. Therefore, they do
whatever they can not to lose what they were given.

With this understanding, we will gain a greater appreciation for what we have. The
more you need something the more you will appreciate it. When you are aware
that all you have is measured out by Hashem, you will have a profound sense of
gratitude. The positive feelings of ownership will be much greater than what is felt
by those lacking this awareness.

Rabbi Yeruchem Levovitz cites the story of a philosopher who wished to be
satisfied with the least amount of possessions possible. After thinking it over he
gave up everything he owned and kept only a pump to draw water from wells.
Once he was walking and saw a caravan of people who stopped by a well and
drank directly from the well with no pump or cup. The philosopher said to himself,
“Now | see | don’t even need the pump.” He immediately threw it away, his only
remaining possession. We learn from Yaakov otherwise. The spirit of the Torah is
not to have nothing, but to have a deep appreciation for whatever | do have.

For this week let us take a minute a day to contemplate and be appreciative for all
the good in our lives.

Good Shabbos!

Rabbi Kalatsky
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MAZEL TOV

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Yaakov

& Shanie Kaufman on Yehuda’s
Bar Mitzva! The Kehilla is
invited to Kiddush at YOM.

Mazel Tov to Malky Ozeri
on Yacov’s Bar Mitzva!
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Mazel Tov to Justin

& Stephanie Saad on Dovy’s Bar
Mitzva! The Kehilla is invited to
Kiddush at Torah Academy.

The kehila would like to wish a tzeischem leshalom to Sammy and Yehudis sutkin as they move to Cleveland OH.

May they only have beracha and hatzlacha in their next stage!
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